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CONTACT YOUR STATE ELECTED OFFICIALS

Providing the Sacraments at a distance
Priests in the Church of 

England have faced many 
challenges in recent decades 
— from plummeting atten-
dance numbers to fierce 
debates about marriage and 
sexuality.

Nevertheless, a coronavi-
rus epistle from Archbish-
op of Canterbury Justin 
Welby and Archbishop of 
York John Sentamu was a 
shocker — offering wor-
ship guidelines even stricter 
than those released by the 
government.

“Our church buildings 
must now be closed not 
only for public worship, but 
for private prayer as well, 
and this includes the priest 
... offering prayer in church 
on their own,” they wrote. 
“A notice explaining this 
should be put on the church 
door.”

Thus, there was quiet 
defiance in Father Marcus 
Walker’s voice as he stood 
alone near the altar of St. 
Bartholomew the Great — 
London’s oldest surviving 
church — on the first Sun-
day after Easter and said, 
“I speak in the name of the 
Living God: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Amen. And so 
we’re back.”

There was no response 
from his Facebook Live 
flock, but the priest stressed 
that he had been listening 
to his people. The bottom 
line: There had to be some 
way to proceed that stressed 
public safety while address-
ing people’s spiritual needs.

“Their voices have been 

loud, insistent and — so far 
— unanimous,” he said, in 
his sermon. “I have received 
scores of letters and emails, 
calling on services to be re-
stored here in their church: 
the church they have up-
held and kept up, where 
they were married, where 
they buried a partner, saw 
a child christened, found 
God, were confirmed.

“This is their church and I 
am their pastor. I owe them 
my solidarity. As one said 
in her letter: ‘We don’t need 
you in solidarity at home, 
we need you in solidarity at 
the altar of our church.’”

With Easter in the rear-
view mirror, members of 
ancient Christian flocks — 
those built on liturgies and 
sacraments — are waiting to 
see how their shepherds will 
walk a liturgical tightrope 

between church and state.
The bottom line: It’s 

easier for megachurches 
to put their dramatic ser-
mons and worship bands 
on home computer screens 
than for priests to digitize 
Holy Communion and 
rites of confession. Clergy 
in all faith traditions have, 
in extreme cases, been 
forced to pray with dying 
believers over smartphones 
or through nursing-home 
windows.

New York Cardinal Tim-
othy Dolan, in an online es-
say, stressed that whenever 
Catholic priests approach 
their altars, the saints and 
“all God’s people” are spir-
itually present. He also 
praised clergy who have 
found ways to carry on with 
their work while following 
social-distancing guide-
lines.

“Our parish priests have 
risen to the occasion, with 
innovative ways to dis-
tribute Holy Communion, 
expose the Blessed Sacra-
ment for adoration, hear 
confessions and anoint and 
visit the sick,” noted Dolan. 
“They assemble at graveside 
to bury our dead. Our cou-
rageous chaplains in hospi-
tals and nursing homes are 
on the front lines.”

In France, a priest who 
made headlines during 
the Notre Dame Cathedral 
blaze has found an unusual 
way to take Catholic wor-
ship to his people.

As flames raced through 
the rafters, Father Jean-

Marc Fournier led firefight-
ers to a cathedral altar to 
recover a crown of thorns 
pilgrims have venerated 
for centuries as part of the 
one worn by Jesus. He also 
retrieved a container of the 
Blessed Sacrament -- bread 
consecrated to be the Body 
of Christ.

Now, Fournier has started 
a program in which a mon-
strance — a beautiful altar 
vessel holding a single con-
secrated host — is taken to 
the faithful in what he called 
a “revolving Jesus” plan.

“They arrange a corner 
in their homes for the ado-
ration of the Real Presence. 
Physical contacts are avoid-
ed, as the monstrance is dis-
infected afterward, before 
giving it away to another 
family,” he told the National 
Catholic Register.

The coronavirus crisis, he 
noted, is taking place in an 
era in which many worship-
pers have lost faith in the 
mysteries of the Mass.

“The Eucharist was 
brought back to the fore af-
ter the blaze at Notre Dame 
because we almost lost it, 
and now we are deprived 
of it,” he said. “Sadly, such 
a state of mind among be-
lievers is comparable to 
that of bishops who say that 
priests should stop celebrat-
ing Mass online and putting 
themselves forward during 
the quarantine. ... Such a 
mentality is everywhere 
now.”

State will make 
another grab at 

local power

OUR VIEW

You can set the fight card now for the next session of 
the Texas Legislature which will likely take place against 
the backdrop of tightened belts and greater needs.

State legislators are likely to take out the knives and 
look to hack away at the authority that cities and coun-
ties have to govern themselves.

The Houston Chronicle had a story last week about 
frustrated Republican lawmakers who feel that cities 
and counties have gone too far in exercising emergency 
powers during the global pandemic.

These aren’t new fault lines. In the most recent session 
legislators were caught bad mouth-
ing cities and counties and advocat-
ing for an adversarial approach.

If you’re confused about why Re-
publicans, the historical standard 
bearer for the idea of local control, 
would look to consolidate power in 
the hands of people in Austin, then  
you’re likely one of the many new-
comers who just moved to the state.

First, welcome. Second, local control roughly trans-
lates to, “Control that we have.”

With a firm handle in the state legislature and a less 
than firm handle on big population centers, Austin is 
the only leverage that Republicans have over many of  
those urban cities and counties. 

But history shows that this is not a purely partisan 
issue. Conservative communities like New Braunfels 
would face the same chafing limitations. 

As a fast-growing city, depriving it of the ability to 
govern itself effectively while centralizing power with 
Austin lawmakers is not a positive move for residents 
who live and work here.

This situation also requires a certain amount of fore-
thought. Even if you agree with the clique of lawmakers 
who think that cities and counties should be brought to 
heel under the rule of Austin, what happens when those 
lawmakers are gone?

What happens when those lawmakers in Austin are 
people that don’t align with your values and beliefs? Are 
you ready to keep power in Austin then? Do you think 
they’ll give it back?

While having Abbott step up with a uniform set of 
rules for Texas has proven invaluable for the state during 
this pandemic, it should not be license for lawmakers to 
strip more powers away from cities and counties.

Locals should make that clear to their legislators 
ahead of the session and during the session.

Loudly.

Discuss this 
editorial with 

a letter to 
the editor.

OUTSIDE VIEW

Nearing the line of de-
marcation for achieving 
“octogenarian,” it has been 
a shock to the system to 
face the necessity of “quar-
antined.” 

Even as a youngster in a 
household of several chil-
dren and on a city block 
populated by many more 
suffering from measles I 
remember being “one of 
the ones” able to go and 
come. With so many oth-
ers, my spouse, Karen, and 
I have honored the urgent 
requests of our adult sons 
that we take all deliberate 
precautions and signifi-
cantly modify our “running 
all about” behavior and so-
cialization. 

The shifting implication 
in generational “in charge” 
added to the dramatic 
depth of the moment, with 
public restrictions of sever-
al weeks and counting!

It hasn’t been all negative. 
Karen and I have had the 
opportunity to rediscover 
why we are good friends 
and companions in many 
forms of endeavor and mis-
chief. Soon, however, Kar-
en withdrew to her sewing 
room to experiment with 
masks from quilt fabrics. 
Since the first editions, re-

quests of “can you do an-
other” have grown expo-
nentially. 

Meanwhile, from the 
earliest days of distancing, 
a spring unlike others nur-
tured by exceptional rain-
fall has been a wonder with 
treats to behold! 

Walks on our lane and 
through just one pasture on 
the historic ranch where we 
are privileged to dwell have 
offered a kaleidoscope of 
springtime wonders. 

First it was the burst of 
the agarita blooms in abun-
dance attracting honey bees 
in impressive numbers. 

Soon thereafter was the 
burst into bloom of the wild 

plumb accompanied some 
yards away by mountain 
laurel. Deciduous trees and 
shrubs began to leaf out 
and intermittently, star-like 
rain lilies covered vast ar-
eas. The open sunny areas 
welcomed a dense crop of 
bluebonnets followed soon 
with Indian paintbrush. 
More recently the gaillar-
dia (Indian blankets) have 
come along with tiny yel-
low slender leaf daisies. 
More recent blooms of lav-
ender verbena and prickly 
pear add their colors. 

Along with the flowering 
seasonal signs have come 
butterflies in rich, colorful 
varieties. Seasonal birds, 
some migrating with brief 
pauses and others furiously 
building new nesting quar-
ters, abound. 

Concurrently, we have 
our regular wildlife in con-
siderable variety, some 
utterly nocturnal, others 
more curious daytime vis-
itors. Among the wildlife 
come the pasture rotations 
with livestock newborns 
adding to their number and 
their zestful frolic. Some 
cattle and goats watch and 
gaze undisturbed, though 
curious. 

Quite a life for one who 

spent most of his decades in 
close urban quarters with 
fence neighbors and friends 
to chat with several times a 
day. Now in quarantine and 
with all the cautions of this 
“Selah time,” as I’m prone 
to speak of this pause in our 
frenzy, I have found myself 
in a much deeper, richer 
dive into what surrounds.

Karen’s and my good for-
tune to have a small parcel 
on an historic ranch prop-
erty in the precious Texas 
Hill Country underscores 
why we have committed 
to protecting and setting 
aside some space to retain 
the green (when not in 
drought!) and wild before 
all land gets developed. 
Comal County is develop-
ing so rapidly it has cap-
tured national attention. 

The solace I and oth-
ers have found in nature 
during these stressful times 
accentuates the value of 
the open space and natural 
gifts around us. I hope this 
lesson of the current crisis 
remains with us and moti-
vates us, as a community, to 
action so that future gener-
ations will also have the op-
portunity to find comfort in 
the quiet strength of nature 
during times of trouble.

Quarantined for the very first time

ON RELIGION
Terry Mattingly is the editor 
of GetReligion.org and Senior 
Fellow for Media and Religion 
at The King’s College in New 
York City. He lives in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn.
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GUEST VIEW

LETTERS POLICY
The Herald-Zeitung welcomes letters up to 400 words. 
The New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung reserves the right to edit or 
reject submissions. All submissions must include an address and 
phone number so authorship can be confirmed. 

GUEST COLUMN
The Herald-Zeitung welcomes guest columns up to 600 words. 
The New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung reserves the right to edit or 
reject submissions. All submissions must include an address and 
phone number so authorship can be confirmed, and a photo of the 
author as well as any relevant biographical information. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
• By email to: letters@nbtxhz.com  (Preferred)
• Online at: herald-zeitung.com.
• By mail to: Letters to the Editor, Herald-Zeitung, P.O. Drawer 
311328, 
New Braunfels, TX 78130.
• By fax: (830) 606-3413 .  
• In person: 549 Landa St., New Braunfels
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Frank Dietz writes a monthly 
column for the Comal County 
Conservation Alliance.


