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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE COMMUNITY
S STOLZ

KAFFEE
HAUS
KAFFEE
HAUS
SERVING:
GERMAN POTATO SOUP,

SANDWICHES
 KOCH KAESE,
 GERMAN WURST, 
 PIMIENTO CHEESE,
 CHICKEN & HAM SALAD

COOKIES, CAKES, PIES, 
AND MORE!

“A Salute to Walter Faust”: The Musical Soul of New Braunfels for a Generation” 
during Wurstfest Nov. 1 - 10 at Conservation Plaza 10:00-2:00 daily.

10:30AM TO 
2:00PM 

NOVEMBER
4TH - 8TH 

1300 CHURCH HILL DR 
(BEHIND CHURCH HILL 

MIDDLE SCHOOL)
For Information:

1nbcs@att.net
Call In Orders To Go

At 832-9699 
Benefi ting New Braunfels

Conservation Society

A GERMAN 
VILLAGE WITH 

A TASTE OF 
GERMAN FARE

NEW THIS YEAR
   BRAT PLATE

From Staff Reports

Rooted in community 
service, The GVTC Foun-
dation works to support 
nonprofits in its service 
area through charitable 
donations and volunteer-
ism. With the help of Co-
Bank, the foundation was 
able to donate a joint grant 
amounting in $15,000 to 
the Kendall County Wom-
en’s Shelter.

Through CoBank’s 
Sharing Success program, 
its customers can apply 
for a matching grant for a 
charitable organization of 
their choice. In past years, 
CoBank has matched sev-
eral of The GVTC Foun-
dations $5,000 grants to 
nonprofits in our area, and 
this year they went above 
and beyond.

For 2019, the bank in-
creased its annual match-
ing fund to $4 million 
and raised the maximum 
match opportunity per 
customer to $7,500, help-
ing The GVTC Founda-
tion gift a $15,000 grant 
between the two organiza-
tions to a deserving orga-
nization like the Kendall 
County Women’s Shelter.

The Kendall County 
Women’s Shelter is a 24-
hour nonprofit whose 
mission is to provide safe, 
emergency shelter to vic-
tims of domestic violence 
in the Texas Hill Coun-
try. The shelter provides 
women and their children 
a safe haven to heal and 
plan their next steps. The 
GVTC Foundation is tru-
ly grateful for CoBank’s 

matching grant to help the 

shelter in a big way. The 

funds will go towards their 

operation costs to provide 

living expenses and thera-

py to its clients transition-

ing into a new home.

The GVTC Foundation 

focuses its efforts to en-

hance the quality of life in 

the community to six key 

areas of giving: health and 

human resources, youth 

programs and services, 

volunteer emergency ser-

vices, educational, cultur-

al, and public charities.

To learn more about 

how to get involved or 

donate to The GVTC 

Foundation in support of 

their cause, visit gvtc.com/

gvtc-foundation or call 

830-885-8340.

CoBank matches the GVTC Foundation’s grant 
with $15,000 to Kendall County Women’s Shelter

CoBank and GVTC members hold checks for the amount donated. Submitted photo 

By Kristin Reynolds
Comal County Habitat for Humanity

On Monday, Oct. 7, 
our community gathered 
around Habitat home-
owner Stephenie and her 
son, Nicholas, to welcome 
them to their newly fin-
ished home in celebration 
of World Habitat Day. 
The evening began with 
Comal County Habitat 
for Humanity Executive 
Director Crystal Moore 
explaining the signifi-
cance of World Habitat 
Day.

“More than 30 years 
ago, the United Nations 
general assembly took an 
important step in pro-
moting the idea that ev-
eryone deserves a decent 
place to live by declaring 
the first Monday of Octo-
ber to be World Habitat 
Day. Today is World Hab-
itat Day,” Moore said.

“Families all across the 
United States are paying 
too high a price for the 
cost of their home. Rent 
and homeownership costs 
are skyrocketing while 
wages are not keeping 
pace. Far too often, fami-
lies struggle to make ends 
meet. Everywhere you 
look — cities, suburbs, 
rural areas, and right here 
in Comal County, the sta-
bility that home should 
bring remains out of 
reach for too many fami-
lies,” Moore added.

 “Habitat is committed 
to mobilizing our part-
ners, volunteers and com-
munity members across 
our county to find the 
solutions and help create 
the policies that will al-
low our families and our 
community to meet their 
needs,” Moore added. 
“Comal County Habitat 
for Humanity asks ev-
eryone to join together 
as one global network in 
communicating the mes-
sage that every one of us 
deserves the opportunity 
for a better future, and 
that a decent place to live 
can remove boundaries 
and barriers to opportu-
nities, health and success 
that might have been a 
part of a family’s life for 

years, and in most cases, 
generations.”

Following Moore’s ex-
planation of World Hab-
itat Day, major home 
sponsor Wells Fargo rep-
resentative Holly Hayes 
addressed community 
members in attendance to 
explain the dedication.

“The dedication cer-
emony gives Habitat a 
chance to thank the many 
people from our commu-
nity who help make the 
construction of each new 
home a success,” Hayes 
said. “Donors, volunteers, 
board members, commit-
tee members, staff and 
our local community all 
work together to help 
carry out the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity — 
building affordable and 
decent housing. Most 
importantly, the ceremo-
ny is a celebration of the 
hard work and determi-
nation of this deserving 
family who is realizing 
the dream of homeown-
ership.”

Communications Man-
ager Alan Rubiola took 
a moment to recognize 
some of the members 
of our community that 
helped build Stephenie’s 
home.

“All of our sponsors 
are different in what they 
do and who they are, but 
what they all share is that 
they all believe that ev-
eryone deserves a decent 
place to live,” Rubiola 
said.

“I wanted to take a mo-
ment to thank our ma-
jor sponsors: Tim Pate 
and Kathy Mulholland, 
The McKenna Founda-
tion, Wells Fargo, Comal 
County Women Build, 
the Hot Rodders for Hu-
manity crew and our Big 
Give donors. And to ev-
eryone who has donat-
ed towards Stephenie’s 
home… I would like to 
say thank you. We would 
not be able to build 
homes, communities and 
hope without your sup-
port,” Rubiola added.

The evening came to a 
close with an emotion-
al speech from Habitat 

homeowner Stephenie.
“Everyone here has 

been a part of our journey 
with Habitat for Humani-
ty in one way or another, 
so you all know that my 
biggest prayer is to have 
a home. Seventeen years 
ago when God blessed my 
life with Nicholas, I knew 
I had to do whatever it 
took to be the best moth-
er he deserved. I always 
had to paddle extra hard 
to stay above water and 
it’s been a long road and 
a lot of hard work. It was 
two years ago when we 
got accepted into (Comal 
County Habitat for Hu-
manity’s program). And 
I feel for the first time in 
my life that all of my hard 
work has paid off. Today I 
can say that God has an-
swered our prayers. In the 
beginning of our journey, 
Habitat asked me what 
my definition of “home” 
is, and I said to flourish 
— (defined as) ‘a person 
to grow in a healthy way 
as a result of a particular 
environment.’ And in this 
home, Nicholas and I will 
flourish,” Stephenie said.

“I don’t think I have 
ever worked so hard in 
one summer, but we made 
it. In our new home, there 
will be rest. I couldn’t be 
more thankful and ready 
for this new chapter in 
our lives,” said Stephenie.

Comal County Habitat 
for Humanity’s mission 
is to build safe, decent 
and affordable homes in 
partnership with deserv-
ing, low-income fami-
lies. With the help of the 
community, these future 
homeowners build their 
own Habitat homes and 
upon completion, buy the 
home from Comal Coun-
ty Habitat for Humanity 
at a low-cost, long term 
affordable mortgage. If 
you or anyone you know 
is interested in partner-
ing with Comal Coun-
ty Habitat to purchase a 
home, please visit www.
comalhabitat.org/home-
ownership or call (830) 
625-4025 for more infor-
mation.

World Habitat Day celebrated 
by welcoming local family to 
their new Habitat Home

TOP: Stephenie and Nicholas pose with friends and family in their newly finished Habitat home. 
ABOVE LEFT: From left to right: Habitat homeowner Stephenie and son Nicholas accept a key from 
major home sponsors Tim Pate and Kathy Mulholland. ABOVE RIGHT: Comal County Habitat for 
Humanity Executive Director Crystal Moore addresses World Habitat Day. Submitted photos 

From Staff Reports

On Tuesday, Sept. 17, 
people from all over 
Comal County joined the 
Comal County Conser-
vation Alliance in a Cele-
bration for Conservation. 
This second annual so-
cial and fundraiser raised 
awareness and funds to 
spread the message of the 
importance of preserving 
the natural beauty, land, 
water and wildlife of this 
part of the Hill Country. 

The setting for the 
event, outside under the 
trees, was thanks to the 
Gruene Grove patio bar 
in Gruene. The Percola-
tors, a well-known coun-
try, classic rock and blues 
band, played an array of 
music to bring folks out to 
dance and enjoy the warm 

and inviting atmosphere. 
Thanks to the tasty do-
nations from many local 
eating establishments, 
the food was great. And, 
the generosity of more 
than 70 local businesses 
and individuals made for 
excellent choices at the 
silent auction. The many 
supporters who opened 
their hearts and wallets to 
CCCA made the fundrais-
er a great success. 

Elizabeth Bowerman, 
President of CCCA, wel-
comed everyone to the 
event with these words: 
“We love Comal Coun-
ty; we thrive here; and 
we need to help take care 
of this special place.  We 
owe it to future genera-
tions to do a good job of 
protecting and preserving 
it so they can continue to 

thrive here and continue 
to love the land, water and 
wildlife.” 

Those words summa-
rize the mission of CCCA. 
The group was organized 
less than two years ago in 
recognition of the phe-
nomenal growth being 
experienced in the coun-
ty and the changes be-
ing made by that growth. 
CCCA is working to help 
raise public awareness 
so that growth can occur 
while key natural features, 
land, water and wildlife, of 
the county are preserved. 

For More infromtoin 
about the CCCA, visit 
www.comalconservation.
org. The website will also 
keep you informed of 
monthly meetings and 
other events. 

Second annual celebration 
for conservation a success


